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distance from safe haven.  As a result, vessels operating in exposed waters will have the 
most stringent safety requirements. 

i. Coastal waters beyond twenty miles from a harbor of safe refuge.  Within the San 
Francisco Bay OCMI zone, all waters more than 20 miles from a harbor of safe refuge 
are now considered exposed.  Historically, vessel transits to the Farallon Islands and 
Cordell Banks were allowed as part of a limited coastwise route endorsement.  Vessels 
operating under this endorsement were required to undergo stability tests using the less 
stringent partially protected criteria.  Both locations, however, are more than 20 miles 
from the nearest harbors of safe refuge.  Under this instruction, transits to the Farallon 
Islands and Cordell Bank will now require a coastwise route endorsement, and will no 
longer be permitted under a limited coastwise route.  Transits to these locations will 
require vessels to be evaluated for stability using the exposed waters criteria.  The 
amended route endorsements will be implemented during 2001 and will be updated in 
reference (b). 

ii. Coastal waters less than twenty miles from a harbor of safe refuge: The cognizant 
OCMI can also designate waters less than 20 miles from a harbor of safe refuge as 
exposed if those areas are not considered partially protected because of hazards present 
due to weather or special circumstances.  Within the San Francisco Bay OCMI zone, 
there are no waters less then 20 miles from a harbor of safe refuge that have been 
designated as exposed. 

b. Partially Protected.  This area is defined by the CFR as waters not more than 20 nautical 
miles from the mouth of a harbor of safe refuge, unless determined by the cognizant 
OCMI to be exposed waters.  

i. Coastal Waters.  Within the San Francisco Bay OCMI zone, all offshore waters less 
than 20 miles from the mouth of a safe harbor of refuge for a particular vessel are 
considered partially protected.  These waters also typically correspond with the areas 
covered by limited coastwise routes as described in reference (b).  

ii. Harbors of Safe Refuge.  The designation of a location as a harbor of safe refuge is 
dependent upon its suitability as a place of shelter for a particular vessel.  As such, a 
harbor of safe refuge for one vessel may not be appropriate for another.  However, for 
the purposes of most small passenger vessels, harbors of safe refuge include (but are 
not necessarily limited to) Monterey Bay, Moss Landing, Santa Cruz, Half Moon Bay, 
San Francisco Bay, Bodega Bay, Mendocino Bay, the Noyo River, Humboldt Bay, and 
Crescent City Harbor.  As such, all coastal waters within a 20 miles radius of these 
locations are considered partially protected in nature.  Tomalas Bay and Drakes Bay are 
not suitable as harbors of safe refuge.  Ano Nuevo Island, located north of Santa Cruz 
and south of Half Moon Bay, is also not considered a harbor of safe refuge.  It is 
recognized, however, that this location does provide a place of temporary shelter from 
winds out of the northwest.  Whereas Ano Nuevo may be used as a place of limited 
shelter during the summer months (when the prevailing weather patterns are from the 
northwest), vessels on limited coastwise route will be allowed to transit up to three 
miles from shore in this area.  This is an extension of the limited coastwise route since 
the Ano Nuevo area is more than twenty miles from the two nearest harbors of safe 
refuge (Santa Cruz and Half Moon Bay).   




